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In the nineteenth century, Alexis de Tocqueville suggested that the poetry of the new American democratic
state, free from the staggering weight of centuries of European aristocracy and tradition, would focus on
"man alone... his passions, his doubts, his rare properties and inconceivable wretchedness."

For hundreds of years, American poets have presented their various images of the land and its people. But
what is "American poetry?" Is there truly such a thing as an American poetic tradition, spanning over nearly
four centuries from colonial times to the turn of the millennium? In The Columbia Anthology of American
Poetry, Jay Parini, a respected American poet and critic in his own right, offers an authoritative survey of the
elusive category that is the poetry of the American people.

The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry covers all of the canonical American poets, from the colonial
to the contemporary-Anne Bradstreet, Walt Whitman, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and Adrienne Rich are all
included.

But Parini has also selected a broad sampling of poetry from voices that have been heard as widely over the
years. Here, for the first time, is a thorough collection of nineteenth- and twentieth-century poetry by
women, Native American, and African Americans. Within these pages readers will find the many different
traditions that make up the expansive collage of American poetry. Here are the Transcendentalists-Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau; and the Imagists-William Carlos Williams,
Amy Lowell, H.D., and Carl Sandburg.

Readers will discover also the early twentieth-century movement of African-American poetic expression,
known as the Harlem Renaissance-James Weldon Johnson, Countee Cullen, Gwendolyn Bennett, and
Langston Hughes are all solidly represented in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.

Jay Parini's introduction deftly guides us into the rich tradition of poetry in our country. Whether in search of
a well-known classic or a poem that is not yet considered part of the American poetic tradition, readers will
find much to enjoy in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

Here thing why this specific The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The
Columbia Anthology of American Poetry. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry in e-book can
be your choice.

Pedro Engle:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Columbia
Anthology of American Poetry suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The
actual book untitled The Columbia Anthology of American Poetryis the main of several books this everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you
a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Charles Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Columbia Anthology of American Poetry your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Columbia Anthology of American Poetry giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lea Wheeler:

This The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry
can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there



is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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