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John Carpenter's Halloween, released on October 25, 1978, marked the beginning of the horror film's most
colorful, controversial, and successful offshoot--the slasher film. Loved by fans and reviled by critics for its
iconic psychopaths, gory special effects, brainless teenagers in peril, and more than a bit of soft-core sex, the
slasher film secured its legacy as a cultural phenomenon and continues to be popular today. This work traces
the evolution of the slasher film from 1978 when it was a fledgling genre, through the early 1980s when it
was one of the most profitable and prolific genres in Hollywood, on to its decline in popularity around 1986.
An introduction provides a brief history of the Grand Guignol, the pre-cinema forerunner of the slasher film,
films such as Psycho and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and cinematic trends that gave rise to the slasher
film. Also explained are the slasher film's characteristics, conventions, and cinematic devices, such as the
"final girl," the omnipotent killer, the relationship between sex and death, the significant date or setting, and
the point-of-view of the killer. The chapters that follow are devoted to the years 1978 through 1986 and
analyze significant films from each year. The Toolbox Murders, When a Stranger Calls, the Friday the 13th
movies, My Bloody Valentine, The Slumber Party Massacre, Psycho II, and April Fool's Day are among
those analyzed. The late 90s resurrection of slasher films, as seen in Scream and I Know What You Did Last
Summer, is also explored, as well as the future direction of slasher films.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986.
Try to stumble through book Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 as your
close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Steven Resnick:

This Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 can bring when you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 having good arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Kiser:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer regarding Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Going to Pieces: The Rise and
Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Patricia Whitmore:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Going to Pieces:
The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986 suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978-1986is the
main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the



world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.
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