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The papersin this volume were presented at a Mellon-Sawyer Seminar held at the University of Oxford in
2009-2010, which sought to investigate side by side the two important movements of conversion that frame
late antiquity: to Christianity at its start, and to Islam at the other end. Challenging the opposition between
the two stereotypes of Islamic conversion as an intrinsically violent process, and Christian conversion as a
fundamentally spiritual one, the papers seek to isolate the behaviours and circumstances that made
conversion both such a common and such a contested phenomenon. The spread of Buddhism in Asiain
broadly the same period serves as an external comparator that was not caught in the net of the Abrahamic
religions. The volumeis organised around several themes, reflecting the concerns of theinitial project with
the articulation between norm and practice, the role of authorities and institutions, and the social and
individual fluidity on the ground. Debates, discussions, and the expression of norms and principles about
conversion conversion are not rare in societies experiencing religious change, and the first section of the
book examines some of the main issues brought up by surviving sources. Thisis followed by three sections
examining different aspects of how those principles were - or were not - put into practice: how conversion
was handled by the state, how it was continuously redefined by individual ambivalence and cultural fluidity,
and how it was enshrined through different forms of institutionalization. Finally, atopographical coda
examines the effects of religious change on the iconic holy city of Jerusalem.
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From reader reviews:
Lori Leavitt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity,
Islam, and Beyond.

Elizabeth Murphy:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Conversion in Late
Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Ander son:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhile is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you that Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and
Beyond book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Vickie Kay:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity,
Islam, and Beyond can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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