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An Unplanned Life is the scintillating memoir of George Elsey, a small-town kid from western Pennsylvania
who, at age twenty-four, was assigned to Franklin Roosevelt’s top-secret intelligence and communications
center in the White House. As an officer in the U.S. Naval Reserve, Elsey helped brief the president and his
senior associates on war events. He and his map room colleagues acted as the secretariat for Roosevelt’s
cabled exchanges with Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin, and Chiang Kai-shek; filed records of “summit
conferences”; and stored in safes plans for future operations. He also traveled with the president in order to
code and decode the classified messages that flowed between the presidential train or ship and the White
House.

Elsey’s duties continued with Harry Truman’s succession to the presidency. He decoded the famous message
from Secretary of War Henry Stimson reporting the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and carried
it to President Truman. In 1947, he shed his Naval Reserve uniform and joined the White House’s civilian
staff as assistant to the special counsel to the president. In 1949, he became administrative assistant to the
president, and, in 1952, he became a member of the Mutual Security Agency staff. During those years, he
grew very close to Harry Truman, and thus, a major portion of An Unplanned Life relates to his experiences
then.

In the first postwar winter, Elsey was frequently the only staff member who accompanied President Truman
on the USS Williamsburg. In September 1946, Elsey submitted a report to Truman on U.S.-Soviet relations,
which came to be well known as the “Clifford-Elsey Report.” Providing Truman with notes for some two
hundred of his “back-of-the-train” informal talks, Elsey played a part in the best remembered feature of the
“Whistle-Stop Campaign” that resulted in “the political upset of the century.” In addition to his years at the
White House, Elsey also touches on his post–White House years—his time in private industry, his months
with Clark Clifford when Clifford was trying unsuccessfully to extricate America from Vietnam, and his
long association with the American Red Cross.

An Unplanned Life is a fascinating look at the life of an extraordinary individual who played an important
and unprecedented part in two different presidents’ decisions and affected the course of our nation. Anyone
with an interest in history will find this memoir fascinating and invaluable.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book An Unplanned Life: A Memoir has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication An
Unplanned Life: A Memoir is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book An Unplanned Life: A Memoir. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Paul Hardy:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that An Unplanned Life: A Memoir book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Betty McClanahan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but in addition novel and An Unplanned Life: A Memoir or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes An Unplanned
Life: A Memoir to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Edna Spalding:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the An Unplanned Life: A Memoir when you desired it?
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