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There have been many books, movies, and even TV commercials featuring Neandertals--some serious, some
comical. But what was it really like to be a Neandertal? How were their lives similar to or different from
ours?

In How to Think Like a Neandertal, archaeologist Thomas Wynn and psychologist Frederick L. Coolidge
team up to provide a brilliant account of the mental life of Neandertals, drawing on the most recent fossil and
archaeological remains. Indeed, some Neandertal remains are not fossilized, allowing scientists to recover
samples of their genes--one specimen had the gene for red hair and, more provocatively, all had a gene called
FOXP2, which is thought to be related to speech. Given the differences between their faces and ours, their
voices probably sounded a bit different, and the range of consonants and vowels they could generate might
have been different. But they could talk, and they had a large (perhaps huge) vocabulary--words for places,
routes, techniques, individuals, and emotions. Extensive archaeological remains of stone tools and living
sites (and, yes, they did often live in caves) indicate that Neandertals relied on complex technical procedures
and spent most of their lives in small family groups. The authors sift the evidence that Neandertals had a
symbolic culture--looking at their treatment of corpses, the use of fire, and possible body coloring--and
conclude that they probably did not have a sense of the supernatural. The book explores the brutal nature of
their lives, especially in northwestern Europe, where men and women with spears hunted together for
mammoths and wooly rhinoceroses. They were pain tolerant, very likely taciturn, and not easy to excite.

Wynn and Coolidge offer here an eye-opening portrait of Neandertals, painting a remarkable picture of these
long-vanished people and providing insight, as they go along, into our own minds and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this How To Think Like a Neandertal.

Kevin Nixon:

This How To Think Like a Neandertal are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this How To Think Like a Neandertal can be one of the great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this How To Think Like a Neandertal giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Micheal Moore:

The book How To Think Like a Neandertal will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book How To Think Like a Neandertal is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Antoine Dejean:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular How To Think Like a Neandertal can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks.
So , why hesitate? Let us have How To Think Like a Neandertal.
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