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In the decades following World War Two, and in part in response to the Cold War, governments across
Western Europe set out ambitious programmes for social welfare and the redistribution of wealth that aimed
to improve the everyday lives of their citizens. Many of these welfare state programmes - housing, schools,
new towns, cultural and leisure centres – involved not just construction but a new approach to architectural
design, in which the welfare objectives of these state-funded programmes were delineated and debated. The
impact on architects and architectural design was profound and far-reaching, with welfare state projects
moving centre-stage in architectural discourse not just in Europe but worldwide.

This is the first book to explore the architecture of the welfare state in Western Europe from an international
perspective. With chapters covering Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Sweden and
the UK, the book explores the complex role played by architecture in the formation and development of the
welfare state in both theory and practice.

Themes include: 

the role of the built environment in the welfare state as a political project●

the colonial dimension of European welfare state architecture and its ‘export’ to Africa and Asia●

the role of welfare state projects in promoting consumer culture and economic growth●

 the picture of the collective produced by welfare state architecture●

the role of architectural innovation in the welfare state●

 the role of the architect, as opposed to construction companies and others, in determining what was built●

the relationship between architectural and social theory●

the role of internal institutional critique and the counterculture.●

Contributors include: Tom Avermaete, Eve Blau, Nicholas Bullock, Miles Glendinning, Janina Gosseye,
Hilde Heynen, Caroline Maniaque-Benton, Helena Mattsson, Luca Molinari, Simon Pepper, Michelle
Provoost, Lukasz Stanek, Mark Swenarton, Florian Urban and Dirk van den Heuvel.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Architecture and the Welfare
State book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brady Witt:

This book untitled Architecture and the Welfare State to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

James Holmes:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Architecture and the Welfare State can be the respond
to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Herlinda Jerkins:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Architecture and the Welfare State was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Architecture and the Welfare State has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that will.
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