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This compelling history brings to life the watershed year of 1948, when the United States reversed its long-
standing position of political and military isolation from Europe and agreed to an "entangling alliance" with
ten European nations. Not since 1800, when the United States ended its alliance with France, had the nation
made such a commitment. The historic North Atlantic Treaty was signed on April 4, 1949, but the often-
contentious negotiations stretched throughout the preceding year.

Lawrence S. Kaplan, the leading historian of NATO, traces the tortuous and dramatic process, which
struggled to reconcile the conflicting concerns on the part of the future partners. Although the allies could
agree on the need to cope with the threat of Soviet-led Communism and on the vital importance of an
American association with a unified Europe, they differed over the means of achieving these ends. The
United States had to contend with domestic isolationist suspicions of Old World intentions, the military's
worries about over extension of the nation's resources, and the apparent incompatibility of the projected
treaty with the UN charter. For their part, Europeans had to be convinced that American demands to abandon
their traditions would provide the sense of security that economic and political recovery from World War II
required.

Kaplan brings to life the colorful diplomats and politicians arrayed on both sides of the debate. The end
result was a remarkably durable treaty and alliance that has linked the fortunes of America and Europe for
over fifty years. Despite differences that have persisted and occasionally flared over the past fifty years,
NATO continues to bind America and Europe in the twenty-first century. Kaplan's detailed and lively
account draws on a wealth of primary sources—newspapers, memoirs, and diplomatic documents—to
illuminate how the United States came to assume international obligations it had scrupulously avoided for
the previous 150 years.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

This NATO 1948: The Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance book is just not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of NATO 1948: The Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry NATO 1948: The
Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This NATO 1948: The
Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Pablo Cook:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take NATO 1948: The Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance as the daily resource
information.

Robert Hansen:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is usually NATO 1948: The Birth of the Transatlantic
Alliance. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Lisa Phelps:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this NATO 1948: The Birth of the Transatlantic Alliance can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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