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The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) was the first new agency established by Secretary of Defense Robert
McNamara after he assumed office in 1961. The ambitious McNamara intended to reformulate U.S. strategic
nuclear policy and reduce inefficiencies that had developed in the Department of Defense (DoD) in the
1950s. DIA was the lynchpin to both efforts. In the early and middle 1960s, McNamara and his subordinates,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Roswell Gilpatric and new DIA Director Lieutenant General Joseph Carroll
(USAF), worked hard to establish the Agency, but their efforts were delayed or stymied by intransigent and
parochial military leadership who objected to the creation of DIA because they feared a loss of both
battlefield effectiveness and political influence in Washington, D.C. The work of building the DIA was made
all the more urgent by the deteriorating situation in Southeast Asia. By the early 1960s, millions of dollars
and hundreds of advisory personnel sent by the U.S. were having a negligible impact on the anti-communist
campaign there. As the U.S. continued to commit more resources to the ill-fated government in Saigon, the
country found itself drawn deeper and deeper into the maelstrom. For DIA, the looming war in Southeast
Asia would expose major problems in its organization and performance. Especially in the period from 1961
to 1969, DIA, either because of structural weaknesses or leadership failures, often failed to energetically
seize opportunities to assert itself in the major intelligence questions involving the conflict there. This
tendency was exacerbated by national military leadership’s predilection for ignoring or undercutting the
Agency’s authority. In turn, this opened up DIA to severe criticism by Congress and other national
policymakers, some of whom even considered abolishing the Agency. During the war, McNamara’s great
hope for reforming military intelligence would be swept up in quarrels between powerful domestic
adversaries, and DIA’s performance left the Secretary of Defense deeply embittered toward his creation. It
was only at the end of the war that DIA assumed a more influential role in Southeast Asia. Until then,
however, the Agency was consigned to the wilderness when it came to questions about the Vietnam conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

The book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense
Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bernadine Parker:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the
War for Southeast Asia had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense
Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for
Southeast Asia. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Wesley Mansour:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Kara Navarrete:

Beside this particular The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for
Southeast Asia because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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