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Janet Siskind goes back to the beginnings of industrial capitalism in the United States to better understand
the formation of the country's capitalist culture. She studies the papers and letters of three generations of the
Watkinson family. The stories of their lives demonstrate how merchants amassed the capital to become
industrial entrepreneurs, organized factories and private corporations, and constructed philanthropic and
cultural institutions. The author traces how "upper-class work," the everyday tasks of organizing and
maintaining trade or a system of production, shaped the family's experience and New England’s culture. The
result is an intimate story of social class and capitalism.

The reader comes to know several members of this enterprising family, who emigrated from England in
1795. The young women married merchants; their brothers prospered as merchants in Connecticut's West
Indian trade. The author shows how their account books, which balanced the imports of rum with the exports
of horses, obscured the system of slavery that created their wealth.

After the War of 1812, the Watkinsons and their nephews the Collinses turned from trade to manufacturing
textiles and axes. Their letters paint a vivid picture of the difficult process of shaping farmers' sons into a
disciplined workforce and entrepreneurs into industrial and financial capitalists. Siskind skillfully blends
social history and cultural anthropology to provide context for the engaging narrative of the Watkinsons'
lives.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues).

Deanna Reed:

Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary
Issues) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family, 1795-1850
(Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Veda Howard:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family,
1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joan James:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant
Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary Issues). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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